
 
TOWN OF TAGHKANIC  

ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 
July 11, 2016 

 
 
Due to the July fourth holiday on the first Monday of the month, which is normally the ZC’s regularly scheduled meeting 
day, this meeting of the ZC was held on the second Monday, July 11, and held at an earlier time to allow for the Town Board 
meeting which follows at 7 p.m.  The ZC meeting was called to order at 4:12 p.m. by Joyce Thompson, Chair. 
 
Members present:  Chairperson Joyce Thompson; Members: Donn Critchell, Kathy Bainer, Al Huehnel, Moisha Blechman 
John Roberts, Elizabeth O’Donnell; ZC Secretary Linda Swartz. 
Absent:  Dennis Callahan 
 
Zoning Commission Planner, Ted Fink, could not be in attendance. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Joyce Thompson recommended a few changes to the Minutes that were prepared from the June 20 meeting and the ZC 
discussed and approved those changes.  The Secretary will make the requested changes.  A motion to approve the Minutes 
of June 6, 2016, as amended, was made by Donn Critchell and seconded by Moisha Blechman. 

Ayes: 5 (Critchell, Blechman, Bainer, Roberts, O’Donnell)* Nays:  0          Abstain: 0 
*Al Huehnel had not yet arrived when the Minutes were accepted. 
 
While typing the Minutes from June 20, Linda noted that the prohibition in Article 60-D.5.d. is not clearly stated.  It is not 
the ZC’s intention to restrict a business vehicle from parking in a customer’s driveway during a service call, nor to require 
that a person “hide” his commercial vehicle in his garage or behind his house during off-hours.  The intention of this 
prohibition is that vehicles cannot be parked in a location or in a manner for the primary purpose of using the vehicle to 
advertise the business.  This regulation needs to make this purpose clear. 
 
Article 60 Editing Work Continues: 
John’s editing work on pages 11 through 20 shows that 60-D. Sign Regulations must be simplified.  There are too many 
different sizes for different situations in the various zoning districts.   
 
The ZC agrees that the sign sizes as shown in Article 60-D. Draft Version 13, Subsection 9. would be too small to be easily 
read by passing motorists.  In order to simplify and clarify the regulations, the ZC re-worked the paragraphs in this section 
as follows: 

 Eliminate the first paragraph, i., incorporate the language into the next paragraph, ii., and change the numbering 
of all paragraphs to correspond to this change. 

 New paragraph i. reads:  Not more than two (2) primary signs shall be permitted per establishment on the lot.  Such 
signs shall consist of: 

o One (1) free-standing identity sign not to exceed eight (8) feet in height nor twenty-four (24) square feet in 
surface area per face.  Freestanding signs shall not be located closer than twenty (20) feet to any property 
line and not closer than 15’ from the highway fog line or from pavement edge if no fog line is present. 

o One (1) identity wall sign located on the establishment’s principal façade, not to exceed eight (8) square 
feet in surface area. 

o One permanent accessory wall sign, not to exceed three (3) square feet in surface area shall be permitted 
per establishment.  (A permanent accessory wall sign is defined as a sign which might show hours or 
operation or names and titles of occupants or some similar information.) 

 New paragraph ii. reads:  When two (2) or more wholly independent businesses or activities are located on a single 
lot in the Mixed-Use District, 

o One (1) directory sign not to exceed twenty-four (24) square feet in surface area per face, listing all 
businesses located within.   

o Within the business complex, a single identity wall sign not exceeding eight (8) square feet may be 
provided on the principal façade of the establishment.   

o One permanent accessory wall sign (as previously defined), not to exceed three (3) square feet in surface 
area shall be permitted per establishment.   

 
The next two paragraphs are re-numbered as iii. and iv. But no changes are made to the content of those paragraphs. 
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Article 60-D.10.b.ii.  Monument signs need to be defined (perhaps with a picture). 
Article 60-D.10.b.iii.  Projecting signs will not be permitted.   
Article 60-D.10.b.iv. seems contradictory and is re-written as follows:  Wall signs.  The visible edge or border of a wall sign 
may extend up to nine (9) inches from the face of the wall to which it is attached.  It may not extend any distance beyond the 
edge of the surface to which it is attached.  The placement of all wall signs must be above the display window and below the 
cornice or eave in a single story building or between the shop window and the second story windowsill in a multi-story 
building. 
 
Lighting for signs would correspond to the business hours; that is, signs will not remain lit when the business is closed.  
Lighting for reasons of security and safety is not included in this regulation. 
 
ZC discussed whether or not signs in residential districts should be illuminated.  John feels that in some circumstances, 
illumination might be necessary and proper; such as for churches, firehouses and community/public places.  An exemption 
could be provided for this.  
 
Joyce advised the ZC that Ted would soon be providing amended versions of the draft code which should incorporate all the 
discussed changes.  The ZC will need to carefully check the documents for accuracy, completeness and conflicts.  As a 
group, we will have to do a more expeditious review; we have to get this done and ready for a public info meeting, even if 
we know there might be some remaining issues.   
 
At our June meeting, Elizabeth spoke about forming a Master Plan to promote and support a walkable community.  The ZC 
needs to give some thought to this and have a discussion.  The Park & Ride lot at the Performing Arts Center is leased by 
NYSDOT and paid for with tax dollars and is for commuter use; it cannot serve as public parking in our plans, especially since 
the arrangement with the property owner could change at any time. 
 
 
New or Continuing Business: 

From the Commission:  None 
From the Public:  None 

 
 
Next Meeting: 
The next meeting of the ZC will be held at the Town Hall on July 18 beginning at 5:30 p.m.  We will continue with John’s 
review, beginning with the General Rules on Page 12.  Joyce Thompson will not be in attendance; John Roberts will serve as 
Chair.  John will not be in attendance at the August 1 ZC Meeting and is excused. 
 
 
Motion to adjourn:  Al Huehnel      Seconded by: Donn Critchell 

Ayes:  6 (Huehnel, Critchell, Blechman, O’Donnell, Bainer, Roberts)  Nays:  0  Abstained: 0 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:05. 
 
 
Public audience:  None 
 
Prepared by:  Linda Swartz 


